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the relief measures by opening poor feeding centres93.
CLASSES ENGAGED IN AGRICULTURE :

Agriculture was main occupation of the Sudra
castes which was a heterogeneous body comprising several
sub-castes both higher and lower. Usually the Reddies,
Kammas and Velamas owned extensive estates. Some of
the Brahmanas and Vysyas too had estates. Reddies and
Kammas tilled the soil, but the Kammas and Velamas of
the Teugu country were military communities of par
excellence94, The other sub-castes in addition to their diverse
professions worked in the farms as farmers dr tenants and
also as agricultural labourers. The Malamadigalu, the fifth
Vama, constituted the bulk of agricultural labourers95. There
was mobility of population. Usually the Sudra caste migrated
to other regions where they could find work. They were the
enterprising people in clearing the forests, reclaiming the
land and foundng the new villages96. Some forest lands were
also being given to the tribals living in the forests97. The
non-agricultural classes who owned extensive estates
appointed tenants from Sudra castes. There was exploitation
of the tenants and the labourers by the feudal classes. The
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